“Through Hospitality, we share our Catholic Faith with All as Disciples of Christ.

”

CHURCH OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
WEBSITE: www.catholictripp.org

842-3520 PO BOX 765 325S. Van Buren St. Winner, SD 57580
PASTOR: Fr. Kevin Achbach
kachbach@diorc.org cell 605-848-2112

MASS & RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE

MASS - Saturday at 6:00 pm, Sunday at 10:30 am
RECONCILIATION - Saturday at 5:00 pm

Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri., 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Office email: parishsec@gwtc.net

Hospitality is Stewardship

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Saturday, October 7"
Sacristan: Denice Novotny
Lector:  Mary Elder
EME: Andy Tegethoff, Marty & Karleen Flakus
Servers: Blake & Brandon Volmer, Tane Pravecek
Ushers: Steve Meyer, Rich O’Bryan

Francis Bolander, VOLUNTEER

Sunday, October 8"
Sacristan: Mel Connot
Lector: Dr. Jack Williams
EME: Mike Hausmann, Dick Krantz, Jack Storms
Servers: Alex Heim, Dan Pravecek
Ushers:  Barry Grossenburg, John Janecke
Tim Pravecek, Tom Sharkey

ICC COLLECTION REPORT
September 23 & 24, 2017: Envelopes $1,801.00, Loose $291.50,
Repairs $197.00. Total $2,289.50.

COME JOIN US AT THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
2017 FALL FESTIVAL
Sunday, October 1°
Serving Upstairs - 5:00 to 7:00 pm
Carry Out & Delivery - 5:00 to 7:00 pm
Adult rate only for carryout & delivery.

Delivery within the city limits only.
Call St. Mary’s Hall 842-2317 for delivery.

Children 8 years old and under - $5.00 ~~~~ Adult - $10.00

Country Store: Popular items from past years - homemade
candies, rolls, kolaches, breads, popcorn balls, caramel corn and
jerky. All donations are appreciated! Items may be dropped of f
at the hall on Sunday.

WINNER CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS
Tuesday, October 3rd
5:30pm in St. Joseph’s Hall

Immaculate Conception & St. Isidore Parish Elders
Fr. Kevin would like to invite parish members to his home
Thursday ~ October 5th

10:30am - 12:00 noon c
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We want to thank everyone for prayers, cards, phone
" calls and messages during my last 7 1/2 month stay in
Minneapolis battling Leukemia and the following
Bone Marrow Transplant. I am Happy to be home
finally but will still have numerous checkups in Sioux Falls as well as
back to Minneapolis over the next 6 months. Again, Thank You All!
God Bless. Glenn, Darlene Layh and Family.

DAILY MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday - Sept. 30 - 6:00 pm **Winner**
Darnytia Kucera” by Rich & Tammy Laber
Sunday - Oct. 1 - 8:30 am **Colome**
For all Catholic Daughters: past, present & future
by Colome Catholic Daughters
Sunday - Oct. 1 - 10:30 am **Winner**
For the Parish
Monday - Oct. 2 - 5:30 pm **Winner**
For the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Rapid City diocese
and for a generous response to this gift of God by John & Ann Dvorak
Tuesday - Oct. 3 - NO MASS
Wednesday - Oct. 4 - 9:15 am **Elder Inn**
Communion Service
Wednesday - Oct. 4 - 9:30 am **Nursing Home**
Communion Service
Thursday - Oct. 5 - 9:00 am **Golden Prairie Manor**
For communities recovering from storms
Friday - Oct. 6 - 7:15 am **Winner**
Don Phillips” by Mary Lou Phillips
Saturday - Oct. 7 - 6:00 pm **Winner**
Abby English" by Greg & Ann English Family
Sunday - Oct. 8 - 8:30 am **Colome**
For the Parish
Sunday - Oct. 8 - 10:30 am **Winner**
For all Knights of Columbus: past, present & future
by Knights of Columbus
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The ICC choir sings on the 1 and 3™ Sundays.
We practice at 9:00 am, before the 10:30 mass.
For more information please contact any choir member
or the parish office. All are welcome.

ALL ARE WELCOME ,
“Divine Mercy Chaplet” Q
Thursdays at 10:00am at ICC \
‘Saint Juliana’s Prayer List’

Wendy Smith Vicki Moser Jeannine VanderPol

Marty Hagen Larry Zeigler Marianne Thompson

Reid Malnati Dorothy Hejl Alex Turgeon

Kelly Hair Michael Fallabella Clair Turgeon

Brittney Hansen Gary Elder Jolene Hagen

Fr. Bill Zandri Shirley Turgeon Christine Wood

Jackie McKenzie = Bromley Heath Mary Johnson

Kirk Mansheim Abby Pechota Pat Waller

Lenna Thieman JoAnn Brown Martin Jorgensen

Kate DeMers Glenn Layh Rose (Doescher) Enders

Julie Stafford-son

Fr ragers forour I am/'[g Members in the Milita ry

Gene Fisher Jacob Debus Dylan Doering
Daysha DeMers Jeff Butler Jacque Miller
Logan Christensen Spencer Hughes ~ Kris Schwartz

St. Juliana’s (Patron Saint of sickness) is a list of the people we
are currently praying for because of illness or in the military.

The military list will remain until we are notified. Please call the
office (842-3520) to request continued prayers. To preserve the
dignity and privacy of individuals, we ask that only an immediate
family member call to request publication of names. We will
presume they have permission from the individual to do so.
Thank you for your understanding.
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ST. ISIDORE CHURCH
301 Carr St. Colome, SD 57528
842-3520

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Sunday at 8:00 am

MASS SCHEDULE - Sunday at 8:30 am

ST. ISIDORE ~ MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Sunday, October 8, 2017
Gifts: Mrs. Karen Bertram
Lector: Ryan

EME: Glenn/Lynn/Jody
Music:  Kathy/Janette
Servers: Abby/Kaden/Rystan
Ushers: Ken/Chase

Sacristan: Rosemary

ST. ISIDORE COLLECTION REPORT
September 24, 2017: $726.00

COLLECTION:  October 1, 2017 ~ Ryan & Jody
October 8, 2017 ~ Craig & Matt
October 15,2017 ~ Holly & Rosemary

St. Isidore ~~ October Church Cleaning

Candy Cahoy (Chr.) Kristi Hauf
DeAnna Kartak, Mende Supik

Colome Catholic Daughters

Meeting: Wednesday, October 11"

@ 7.00pm in the church basement

Hostesses: Marilyn Haukaas & Retta Mansheim
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Disaster Relief

Many thanks to all of our parishioners for their support of those
affected by Hurricanes Irma and Harvey. With the additional
tragedies caused by Hurricane Maria and the earthquakes in
Mexico, continued prayers and support are needed. In order to
provide our people a way to respond to others in these
situations, the Diocese of Rapid City will continue to accept
donations to help rebuild lives and Catholic churches in
affected areas. Donations may be made directly at
https://catholiccharitiesusa.org/ for disaster relief in the USA or
at https://www.crs.org/ for disaster relief throughout the rest of
the world. Parishioners may also contribute through their local
parish by marking their checks to indicate their intended
designation, example — “Hurricane Maria,” or “Mexico
Earthquake,” etc. Your generous response to these victims is
very much appreciated!

October 1, 2017
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

...”The most outstanding example is that of Francis of Assisi, followed
by many other holy men and women over the centuries. He was not
satisfied to embrace lepers and give them alms, but chose to go to
Gubbio to stay with them. He saw this meeting as the turning point

of his conversion: “When | was in my sins, it seemed a thing too bitter
to look on lepers, and the Lord himself led me among them and |
showed them mercy. And when | left them, what had seemed bitter to
me was changed into sweetness of mind and body” (Text 1-3: FF 110).
This testimony shows the transformative power of charity and the
Christian way of life.”
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/papa-
francesco_20170613_messaggio-i-giornatamondiale-poveri-2017.html

The Diocesan Social Justice Commission requests prayers for all unborn
babies in danger of abortion. A sample prayer entitled Spiritual Adoption
Prayer is as follows: “Jesus, Mary and Joseph, with love for you I ask
your intercession to protect the life of unborn children. May they all
come to birth healthy and be a source of joy to their parents. For those in
danger because of abortion, I adopt them as my own and pray for them
and their mothers.”

(From www.rapidcitydiocese.org/family-life-ministries-social-justice/
social-justice-commission)

FAITH FORMATION ~ dreic@gwtc.net
Youth of Immaculate Conception & St. Isidore

Faith Formation Class Schedule

St. Isidore ~ 5:30pm in the Church Basement
Grades 1-12 ~~ October 4, 11,18
Additional Meeting ~~ Grades 6 -12 ~~ Oct. 25

Immaculate Conception ~ St. Mary’s Hall

Grades 1-5 Class from 6:00 to 7:00pm ~~ October 4,11,18
Grades 6 -12 Meal at 5:45pm - followed by Class until 7:00pm
October 4, 11, 18, 25

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

TN THAT MAN IS YOU
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Thurs., Oct. 5™at 6:30 - 7:30am
@ the ICC Rectory
Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace University
presented by Thomas & Jadviga Strubel

Hello,
We had our seventh FPU class this past Tuesday. It has been such a blessing
to be the leader of such a wonderful group of people. Everyone has
contributed to the class in their own unique way to make it a success. People
are what makes Financial Peace University so effective. When we come
together and hold one another accountable, we change our habits for the
better. This week we learned about how to save for children's college and our
retirement. Once a person is debt free these two goals become so much closer
to being achieved. Next week we will learn all about what Dave has to say
about mortgages, buying, selling and renting a home.
Last Week's Lesson:
Retirement and College Planning
Dave walks you through the maze of retirement options and helps you figure
out your best retirement plan. Here is what Dave Ramsey has to say about
college savings and retirement savings: If you’re working your way out of
debt, one of the most difficult issues you might face is how to prioritize
college savings and retirement. If you’re like most parents, you’ll phrase the
question this way: What is more important—my own security at retirement or
my child’s education and future? There’s a lot of emotion wrapped up in that
question, which makes it easy to come to the wrong conclusion. Lately, a lot
of parents have done just that by deciding college savings should come first,
and they’re dipping into their retirement savings to cover the costs.
Stealing From Your Future
Over the last two years, the average amount parents withdrew from their
retirement accounts to pay for college nearly doubled. The figure rose from
$2,710 in 2013 to $5,276 in 2015, according to a Sallie Mae and Ipsos study.
This increase is an alarming development—one based on fear and guilt.
Listen, we get it. The amount of money you’ve managed to save for your
kids’ college is no measure of your desire to see them graduate from the
school of their dreams. But no matter how much you want to help your kids
financially during their college years, you need to be realistic about how
you’ll do that and save for your own future needs.
Why Retirement Comes First
In the Baby Steps, Dave gives retirement priority over college savings for a
reason. You’ll depend on your retirement savings to live, eat, and pay for
shelter—the basics. If you’re not working, that money is your only source of
income. Saving for college is extremely important, but it’s a luxury. Your
child will have other ways to pay—scholarships, grants, or part-time jobs.
They can select a more affordable school. Pay for your child’s college if you
can, but remember that it’s not as important as retirement. Retirement is a
necessity. If you don’t have retirement money saved up, then you’re working
until you die or you’re living on Alpo. Get to a place financially where you
can start putting 15% of your income toward retirement first, then begin
working on an Education Savings Account (ESA) or 529 plan for your kids’
college. Don’t guilt-trip yourself into doing something you’ll regret in a few
years, like taking money out of your retirement. Your child will be okay—
with or without your help. This isn’t child abuse. It’s wise parenting.
Remember: College is a luxury. Food and shelter during retirement are
necessities. -Dave Ramsey
Next Week's Lesson:
Real Estate and Mortgages

Dave draws on more than 20 years of real estate experience to teach you the
ins and outs of mortgages and how to win when buying or selling your home.
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October 1, 2017
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
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Say “Yes” and Go Out

We can really relate to God when he repeats
the people’s blame and accusations at him for
not being fair. In moments of suffering or injustice,
it’s easy to pass judgment and blame it all on God. It’s
especially difficult when innocent and good people
(ourselves included) suffer. We’re tempted to ask,
“Aren’t you supposed to treat your friends better?”
We only need to look at Marco Palmezzano’s
painting Christ Bearing the Cross to
reconsider our complaints. How have we
treated God?
Jesus was and is the most innocent of
souls; no other being was or is as good as
Jesus. No one was asked to suffer like him,
and he suffered not to gain for himself
but to pay our debt. Relating it to today’s
Gospel lesson, Jesus is the son who, when
asked to work in his Father’s vineyard,
promptly said “yes” and went. Always
obedient, always docile, always loving.
Watching Jesus, we hear the echo of St.
Paul’s letter. Jesus humbly regarded his
brothers and sisters as more than himself
and was willing to go to the cross and
win them back for the Father. Keep in
mind, those siblings had destroyed family

For Reflection

Am I fair to God by giving him
thanksgiving, adoration, and obedience
for his love? Am I fair to others by offering
them gratitude and humble kindness?

Piece: Christ Bearing the Cross, circa 1535
Artist: Marco Palmezzano
Location: Vatican Museums

unity, squandered away their inheritance, sold their
birthright, sold him into slavery with their sin, and
very often refused his love. Yet “God proves his love
for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8).

God knows his merciful justice well and can kindly
and provokingly ask in Ezekiel 18:25, “Is it my way that
is unfair? Are not your ways unfair?”

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

“Do nothing out of selfishness ov out of vaingtoy; withe, humbly regard
others as moxe impodant than yowselves’ (Philippians 2.3).

© 2017 Liguori Publications « Liguori, MO 63057-9999
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Guﬂiﬂﬁgsk Why do we offer Mass for a specific intention? Aren’t
Zec 8:1-8 Masses offered for the intentions of all present?
el he Eucharist makes present, in this moment, the memorial sacrifice
Tuesday of Christ; the source of the Church’s life and the focus of the Church’s
October 3 prayer (see the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy [Sacrosanctum Concilium], 10).
Weekday Mass always includes the intentions of a local community as well as the needs
Zec 8:20-23 of all people throughout the world. In the eucharistic prayer, we pray for the
Lk 9:51-56 community and those “scattered throughout the world.”
Wednesday What does a renewed liturgical practice mean for specific Mass intentions?
October 4 Canon law speaks of applying the Mass for anyone living and dead (see Canon
St. Francis of Assisi 901). The practice also has roots in history, especially during medieval times,
Neh 2:1-8 when participation at Mass was at a low. Asking the priest to remember an
Lk 9:57-62 intention kept people active and connected their needs to those of the wider
Church. Vatican II stressed active participation in its liturgical renewal, so
Thursday : e :
S i asking spec:}ﬁc intentions needs a renewed
Weekday unders’ganfimg. . _
Neh 8:1-4g, 56, Special intentions provide a value—
7b=12 we become aware of others’ needs and
Lk 10:1-12 troubles. If we are aware of how these
’ troubles affect a member of our parish,
Friday we can not only pray for that person but
L8 reach out and help. However, the Eucharist
Weekday .
P tisin | fioes ngt g}ve gra}ce only to those nam-ed
Lk 10:13-16 g : in special intentions. The grace God gives
a through the Eucharist is meant for the
Saturday whole Church. God’s grace builds us up in holiness. Since people find special
October 7 intentions important, the response from pastors is important in helping people
Our Lady understand how God’s grace affects everyone.
of the Rosary Fr. John Schmidt, CSsR | Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
Bar 4:5-12, 27-29
Lk 10:17-24
Susidiy A Word From Pope Francis
October 8 “Priestly joy is a joy which is sister to obedience. An obedience to

Twenty-Seventh Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Is 5:1-7
Phil 4:6-9
Mt 21:33-43

L . .
g‘l’lmli.lcmom
A Redemptorist Ministry

the Church in the hierarchy which gives us not simply the external
framework for our obedience...but also union with God the Father,
the source of all fatherhood. It is likewise an obedience to the Church
in service....The availability of her priests makes the Church a house
with open doors, a refuge for sinners, a home for people living on

the streets, a place of loving care for the sick, a camp for the young....Wherever God's
people have desires or needs, there is the priest, who knows how to listen and feels a
loving mandate from Christ who sends him to relieve that need with mercy.”

—Homily, Holy Thursday, April 17, 2014

© 2017 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in USA. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish has been granted on April 18, 2017, by
Bishop-Elect Mark S. Rivituso, Vicar General, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in this
work. It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used in any
form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from New American Bible, revised edition @ 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Design: Wendy Barnes. To order Liguori Sunday Bulletins, call 800-325-9521, or visit Liguori.org.
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* LEARN about those living in poverty. ® ACT and spread the word about poverty by passing along this flier.
* CONNECT with the work of CCHD by supporting the collection. ® PRAY for those who benefit from this collection.

7 he Catholic Campaign for Human Develop-

- ment (CCHD) was founded in 1970 by the
Catholic bishops of the United States as their

domestic anti-poverty program. Designed to address

HIDLEE

the policies and structures that perpetuate poverty to
create sustainable solutions, CCHD empowers poor
and marginalized people to join together and make
decisions to improve their lives and neighborhoods.
For example, with your support of the Catholic

Campaign for Human Development, El Pdjaro Com-
munity Development Corporation (CDC) is empow-
ering Latino and Spanish-speaking entrepreneurs
like Marleny. Marleny came to the United States

from El Salvador, escaping violence and an unsafe

situation. She had a dream to start a pupuseria restau-
rant and to serve traditional Salvadoran food and sup-
port her family. She entered the Business Education
and Loan Program at El Pdjaro CDC and in October
2014 opened Pupuseria Marleny’s. With the support
and education she received, her business has been
so successful that she has already opened a second
restaurant. The restaurants have allowed Marleny to
provide gainful employment to five new workers and
help revitalize her community.

To learn more about the Collection for the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development visit
www.uscch.orglcchd/collection.

CCHD FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Total Number of Grants: 211 | Total Amount Approved: $13,111,900

B Community Development Grants

B Economic Development Grants
Technical Assistance Grants
Strategic National Grants

2015-2016 GRANTS

$7,121,500 (156 grants)
$1,675,000 (34 grants)
$165,400 (12 grants)
$4,150,000 (9 grants)

COLLECTION REVENUE

B National Collections Contributions
B [ncome on Investments
Grants, Bequests, and Other

$9,763,744
$1,689,208
$260,158

Total Revenue: $11,713,110

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) allocates funds to community projects that promote the
mission and vision of CCHD while adhering to the moral and social teachings of the Catholic Church. Please visit
www.usccb.org/cchd to view funding criteria and see a detailed list of our most recent grants and annual report.
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DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Sazimond

OFFICE OF BISHOP Collection dates: October 7-8, 2017

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

In the United States, more than 46 million people are living in poverty. The Catholic
Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) is our anti-poverty program to help them find
hope and a way to a more secure life. Support offered to this collection reaches those living on
the margins and gives them a hand up, not a handout.

Around Charleston, South Carolina, many children live in poverty, creating undue stress
and uncertainty in their lives. Compounding these problems, deteriorating school systems
struggle to provide quality education and appropriate discipline, and there is a high rate of
school-based arrests. By engaging congregations and communities all over the city, the
Charleston Area Justice Ministry is working to improve the education system and keep kids in
school and out of the juvenile justice system. With your support of the CCHD Collection, the
Charleston Area Justice Ministry is able to provide community engagement to reduce youth
arrests and violence.

And remember, 25% of the collection’s proceeds stay here in our diocese to fight poverty
in our communities and defend the dignity of our neighbors. Last year, $135,000 in grants were
provided for needs in our diocese.

Your support of this collection makes a difference for people living in poverty across the
United States. Please prayerfully consider how you are able to help the CCHD this year. If you
would like more information about the collection and those it supports, visit
www.usccb.org/cchd/collection.

Thank you for joining us to work on the margins.

Sincerely in the love of Christ,

» Bhnrt D iuns

Most Rev. Robert D. Gruss
Bishop of Rapid City

PO Box 678 * Rapid City, South Dakota = 57709-0678 * (605) 343-3541 » www.rapidcitvdiocese.org
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic falth.

October 2017

The son of a cloth
weaver, St. Anthony

was born in Spain
in 1807. He
3 wanted to

become a
Jesuit
missionary but
was prevented by his health.
He was ordained a priest in
Catalonia and in 1849, he
founded the Claretian order.
Shortly after, he became the
archbishop of Cuba. He
established the Religious
Publishing House and
produced more than 200
works. He was confessor to
Queen Isabella IT and
participated in the First Vatican
Coundil.

God’s search for us
Oftentimes it feels like we are

Church of Immaculate Conception
Fr. Kevin Achbach, Pastor

Begin again

It is an unfortunate part of our
human condition that we make

mistakes. Fortunately, our loving /—\
Father always grants additional J

chances. In fact, he is
delighted when we
refresh our sincere
attempts to live fully in
his love. Here’s how to
begin again.

Shake off failure. There is
nothing more defeating
than dwelling on sins or
errors of the past. Do
what you can to
prevent repeating
past mistakes,
shake it off, and
move confidently forward.

Take stock and confess. Rebuild
your future on a solid foundation.
Perform a detailed examination of

conscience and then go to Confession.

If necessary, ask your priest for a good

searching for God, but he is the
one looking for us. God created
us, redeemed us, and calls us to
follow him. Today, ask God to
show you where he's calling
you and resolve to follow him.

“Thou art my God; I will exalt
thee, I will praise thy name;
for thou hast done
wonderful things,
plans formed of old,
faithful and sure”
(Isaiah 25:1).

© Copyright 2017 Success Publishing & Media, LLC
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examination tool to use. Perform your

penance immediately and make
amends. Then, knowing
that God has forgiven you,

forgive yourself. Repeat
often.

Make a plan. What would
you like to change in your

life? Are there steps you can

take that will make you holier,
happier, healthier? Write them
down and commit.

Pray for strength. You may
want to make minor tweaks to
your life or major change
may be in order. Either

way, prayer and daily
spiritual exercises are key to success.
We need God's strength and guidance
to succeed.

Begin. Each beginning starts with a
new day. Take your first step knowing
that God is with you and success is
possible.

P

Why Do
Catholics
Do Tha

We adopt different postures
throughout the Mass to help us
focus, and each posture
means something .
different.

We sit during the
homily and the
readings to help us
listen. We stand during the
Gospel, and when the priest enters and

Why do Catholics sit, stand,
t ()| and kneel during the Mass?

leaves, to show him honor and
respect when he represents
Christ.
Finally, we kneel at the
Consecration in adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament,
because Christ, himself, is
present. These actions are
intended to engage both our
bodies and our minds in prayer.

1401
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God’s quI be done

Ever pray really hard for something only to be
disappointed in the outcome? The let down feels

like God isn't listening. Yet, our way isn't God's
way. He always listens to our prayers but
doesn't necessarily answer the way we expect.
Of course, we know no one is more qualified
to lead than our heavenly Father. Doesn't it
make sense to trust him?

Don’t be outcome specific. Asking God to
double your income may not be reasonable.

your Father has your best interest in mind and will
find the solution that is just right for you.

Be open to alternatives. Sometimes
taking a different job or buying a less
expensive home is the better choice. You
may net more personal time and less
overall stress.

Let Scripture speak to you. “Trust in the

Lord with all your heart, on your own intelligence
rely not; In all your ways be mindful of him, and he

Instead put your worries in his hands. Know that

fromS .
cripture

In their first meeting with Jesus, the
Pharisees attempted to trap him into
publicly contradicting Jewish law by
sending a slick lawyer to
“engage” him. Then Jesus
could be arrested and
silenced. The lawyer they
sent knew that generations
of Jews had debated
fruitlessly about which
law was the most
important. Pretending to
seek Jesus’ opinion, he asked
him to choose which of the 613
commandments of the Jewish law was
the most important.

Jesus silenced them by saying that
everything starts and ends with love -

Matthew 22:34-40.
Jesus has the right answers.

love of God and love of others. To
love God is to love one another. Love
is at the heart of all the other laws.
Even the Pharisees couldn't
argue with that.

While it is easy to
love God, loving
others is more difficult.

It means including
those our natural
inclination says to
exclude or avoid. Jesus
loved prostitutes, thieves,
lepers, even his political enemies.
True love of neighbor is measured by
how we treat the poor, the vulnerable,
and our enemies. This is how God
loves and he calls us to the same.
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Feasis & ¥
Celebrations

Oct. 23 - St. John of Capistrano
(1456). Born in Capistrano, Italy in
1386, St. John studied law at Perugia.
He resigned his post as governor to
join the Franciscans in 1416.
Renowned for his preaching, he was
asked to lead the crusade that
successfully recaptured Constantinople
from the Ottomans and saved
Christendom.

Oct. 28 - Saints Simon and Jude
(1st Century). St. Simon was a Zealot -
a Jew who believed that the Messiah
would free them from political

oppression. St. Jude was a fisherman.
After being called by Jesus to be
Apostles, they eventually traveled to
Persia where they preached the Gospel
until they were martyred.

Oct. 30 - St. Alphonsus Rodriguez
(1617). Following the tragic losses of
his children and wife, St. Alphonsus
entered the Jesuit order as a lay
brother and worked as a hall porter at
a college on the island of
Majorca. Known for
holiness and wisdom,
many students and civil
authorities came to him
for advice, including
the young St. Peter
Claver.
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will make straight your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Q Whatisa
& “sacramental
A character?”
Certain Sacraments leave an
indelible mark on our souls. Called the
“character” or “seal,” it
marks us as belongmg to
r' Christ (Catechism of the
W Cathohc Church (CCC),
#1272) in a special and
permanent way. The
Sacramental character is first received
in Baptism and is also imprinted in the
Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy
Orders. Like Baptism, these Sacraments
are only received once.

Each “mark” patterns us after Christ
in a different way. In Baptism, we
become children of God and sharers in
Jesus’ mission. In Confirmation, we
receive a second character, which
strengthens us to proclaim Christ
publically (CCC, #1304). In Holy
Orders, a man is consecrated to the
service of Christ and the Church.

The Father set his seal on Christ (John
6:27) and we are sealed in Christ (2
Corinthians 1:22). It is a sign that the
one baptized, confirmed, and ordained
bears a special and unique relationship

to Christ. This indelible seal remains
even in a person not in the state of
grace or who has lost faith.
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