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December 2, 2018

First Sunday of Advent (C)
Jer 33:14-16

1 Thes 3:12—4:2

Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

God’s Promise
of Real Treasure

f anyone can keep a promise, it’s God. His very

nature is to be faithful to his promises and to
fulfill all he has foretold. His promise after the fall of
Adam and Eve was to send us a Redeemer, to bring
peace to Jerusalem, and to reestablish his reign on
earth. The prophets continually reminded the chosen
race of God’s fidelity and, although things looked
far from their fulfillment, they insisted that God is
faithful and would deliver.

Jesus, the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promise,

comes in two phases. First, by coming as a baby in
Bethlehem. This Incarnation and his arrival as Savior

Piece: Vanitas Vanitatum, 19671968
Artist: Gregorio Sciltian
Location: Vatican Museums

is what we’re preparing to receive this Advent. Extra
prayers, generous giving of your time, and special
sacrifices are the best way to ready your soul for his
coming.

Jesus” Second Coming will bring to completion what
he started on the cross. His glorious return, which all
of creation will foretell in those last days, is when the
full effects of Christ’s victory on the cross will be seen
at the judgment of all living creatures.

The advice for all Christians in this period of
waiting and preparation is to keep watch; to not
allow the delay to lead us to drowsiness. Don’t let the
vanities of this world dazzle us, for in time, they will
become dust.

God promises real treasures that will endure forever,

and as we know, God
\\ keeps his promises.
‘ — Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection

Am I preparing my
soul for Christ’s
coming by prayer,
fasting, and
almsgiving?

Have I settled on
which concrete acts I
will do?

[Jesus said,] “Beware that yowr heawds do- not become dowsy

from canousing and dwunkenness and the anxieties of dady lfe.”
Luke 21:3%
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“Through Hospitality, we share our Catholic Faith with All as Disciples of Christ.”
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CHURCH OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION Mark Your Calendar

WEBSITE: www.catholictripp.org The Immaculate Conception

842-3520 PO BOX 765 325S.Van Buren St. Winner, SD 57580 o
PASTOR: Fr. Kevin Achbach of the Blessed Virgin Mary

kachbach@diorc.org cell 605-848-2112 Holy Day of Objl;‘-?ﬂflgﬂ
MASS & RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE Friday, December 7
MASS - Saturday at 6:00 pm, Sunday at 10:30 am St. Isidore - 5:§Opm i
RECONCILIATION - Saturday at 5:00 pm Immaculate Conception - 7:00pm
Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri., 9:00 am - 4:00 pm DAILY MASS INTENTIONS

Office email: parishsec@gwtc.net

Saturday - Dec. 1 - 6:00 pm **Winner**

Mildred Stritecky" by Mike & Mary Marso
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MINISTRY SCHEDULE | Mildred Stritecky” by Mike & Mary Marso

: _ . _ : : For all Catholic Daughters: past, present & future
Fr1<_1av, Des:er'nber 7th - 7:00pm - Holy Day of Obligation by Colome Catholic Daughters
Sacristan: Vicki Covey Sunday - Dec. 2 - 10:30 am **Winner**
Lector: Ron Ernest For the Parish
EME: Tom & Irene Giessinger, Cindy Bennett Monday - Dec. 3 - **Winner** For our Diocesan Priests
Servers:  Mallory Thayer, Aiden & Lillian Barfuss Tuesday - Dec. 4 - **Colome** For our Bishop
Ushers:  Francis Bolander, John Janecke — Wednesday - Dec. 5 - 9:15 am **Elder Inn**
Rich O’Bryan, Tom Sharkey C’\> Communion Service
\5% Wednesday - DeE. 5-9:30 am **Nursing Home**
th Mildred Stritecky by Dean & Amy Engel
Satprdav, December 8 Thursday - Dec. 6 - 9:00 am **Golden Prairie Manor**
Sacristan: Cindy Assman Pray Mary Jorgensen' by Art & Betty Sattler
Lector: Mary Elder the Friday - Dec. 7 ~Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary~
EME: Joyce Heath, Melvin Connot, Keith Moser .. 5:30 pm **Colome** For the People
Servers:  Kelsey & Kylie Sachtjen, Paige Sachtjen Divine 7:00 pm **Winner** Pro-Life For Unborn Children
Ushers:  Barry Grossenburg, Steve Meyer Mercy Saturday - ]?ec. 8- 6:00 pm **Winner**
Tane Pravecek, John Voegeli Chaplet Don Phillips” by Mary Lou Phillips
Sunday - Dec. 9 - 8:30 am **Colome**

Sunday, December 9" Thursdays | | For the Parish

. V? 10:00am Sunday - Dec. 9 - 10:30 am **Winner**
Sacristan: Judy Arthu'r @ ICcC For all Knights of Columbus: past, present & future
Lector: Jeannie Heim by Knights of Columbus
EME: Leonard & Jeannie Heim, Valora Eddie
Servers:  Megan, Melanie & Matt Brozik Holy Hour
Ushers:  Dean Engel, Lance Engel, Brad Assman, Jay Mayes Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confession
ICC COLLECTION REPORT Wednesday @ 5:00 pm - ICC
Nov. 24 & 25 2018: Envelopes $2,062.00, Loose $164.00. Total $2,226.00. Flowers in Memoﬂ! of a Loved One at ICC
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: Priest Retirement $725.00 Envelopes are available at the entrance to the

church if you'd like to donate to the Christmas
Angel Tree Ministry Flowers in your loved one’s name.

Unwrapped gifts are to be returned with the (Envelopes can be put in the collection)

PHREN  bottom half of the gift tag by December 2m,
=y Please call Joyce Heath (842-3591) with

‘Saint Juliana’s Prayer List’

. : . . . Wendy Smith Brittney Hansen Annette Bowman
questions. Thgnk you for being an angel to a child during a very Larry Zeigler Dorothy Hejl Marianne Thompson
difficult time in their life. Reid Malnati Doug Stiehl Jerry Schroeder
Gary Elder Shirley Turgeon Marian Schroeder
WINNER CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS Fr. Bill Zandri Jolene Hagen Christine Wood
Tuesday, December 4t - 5:30 pm @ St. Joseph's Hall Jackie McKenzie  Bromley Heath Inez Dockendorf
Kate DeMers Lenna Thieman JoAnn Brown
1 Janet DeMers Julie Stafford-son  Ruthie Storms Joachim
. THE COFFEE IS ON! Florence Fisher Mike Rohde Connie Vaughn
c Join Fr. Kevin at his home Michael Pravecek
Immaculate Conception & St. Isidore Parish Elders Fra yers for our /:am//y Members in the Militarg

i Thursday ~ December é6th~ 10:30am - 12:00 noon

Gene Fisher Jacob Debus Dylan Doering
Daysha DeMers Jeff Butler Jacque Miller
WINE & CHEESE NIGHT Spencer Hughes Kris Schwartz

ICC Rectory
Sat., Dec. 8th ~~ 7-9:00pm after Mass
All are welcome to attend!

Christian Hamilton

St. Juliana’s (Patron Saint of sickness) is a list of the people we are currently
praying for because of illness or in the military. The military list will remain
until we are notified. Please call the office (842-3520) to request continued

| prayers. To preserve the dignity and privacy of individuals, we ask that only
ADVENT GIVING BOXES ’ , an immediate family member call to request publication of names. We will
Durlr!g the month of December, we are encouraged to -y 4 presume they have permission from the individual to do so.
consider those less fortunate than us. Please gather new A ‘

Thank fi derstanding.
items you feel someone might enjoy into a basket or box & ank you for your understanding

bring it to either church by the weekend of Dec. 15" & 16™.
Your donations will be taken and distributed by the IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHRISTMAS DECORATING!

Department of Social Services. Sunday, Dec. 16" following Mass.
Remember: Giving is more rewarding than receiving!
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ST. ISIDORE CHURCH
301 Carr St. Colome, SD 57528
842-3520
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Sunday at 8:00 am
MASS SCHEDULE - Sunday at 8:30 am

ST. ISIDORE MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Friday, December 7th @ 5:30pm
Holy Day of Obligation

St. Isidore and Immaculate Conception
Faith Formation Class Schedule

Wednesday, December 5™

ICC - 6:15 - 7:30pm Family Faith Night
St. Mary’s Hall NO Meal

St. I-5:30 - 6:00pm Meal
6:00 - 7:00pm Regular Class
In the church basement

THAT MAN IS YOU
Thursday, December 6"~ 6:30 - 7:30am @ ICC Rectory

Gifts: Mr. & Mrs. Kevin DeMers
Lector: Jody
EME: Glenn/Lynn/Jody
Music: Kathy/Janette
Servers: Rystan/Allan/Aspyn
Ushers: Bruce/Lynn
Sacristan: Jody
Sunday, December 9t DSHS'&
Gifts: Mr. & Mrs. Ryan DeSmet Lmber.
Lector: Daryl Church Cleaning
EME: Van/Carol K/Volunteer Renee Bolie (Chr.)
Music: Kathy/Janette Anna LaDeaux
Servers: Abby/Kaden/Carleen Janet DeMers
Ushers: Marlin/Ken Lori Kalenda
Sacristan: Kathleen
ST. ISIDORE COLLECTION REPORT
November 25, 2018: $1,792.00
COLLECTION:  December 2, 2018 ~ Craig & Carol
December 7,2018 ~ Holly & Jody
December 9, 2018 ~ Greg & Van
December 16,2018 ~ Ryan & Craig
Holy Hour

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confession

REFUEL 2019

Register Soon. The last conference sold out.
For all who serve the Church — join us January 25-26 at
Terra Sancta Retreat Center for Refuel 2019: Source &
Summit: Encountering Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist. We
have a dynamic speaker lined up — Fr. Scott Traynor, author
of “The Parish as a School of Prayer” and priest of the Diocese
of Sioux Falls. He will inspire and help us to grow in our love
and encounter with our Lord in the Eucharist. We’ll begin with
Mass & dinner at 5:30 p.m. on Friday evening, and end at 4
p.m. on Saturday. Cost is $70, with an Early Bird rate of $55 if
you register by January 1. This fee includes the conference,
dinner Friday, and lunch on Saturday. If you would like to stay
at Terra Sancta overnight, there are lodging options available
at a reduced rate as well. The optional breakfast on Saturday is
also available for an additional small fee. Register online at:
www.Refuell19.com

Colome Catholic Daughters
Wednesday, December 5", Potluck
6:45pm - Rosary in the church

Tuesday - St. Isidore, Colome
7:15pm & Meeting

Y
154
() Hostess Karen DeSmet

We will be having our Christmas party with a white
elephant present and a wrapped $10.00 gift exchange.

Diocesan Appeal 2019
Thanks once again for your participation in the Annual
Diocesan Appeal. If you have not yet turned in your pledge
for the appeal, please do so. You can place your pledge form
in a Sunday collection basket, turn it in to the parish office
or you can mail it in the pre-addressed pledge envelope.
Pledge forms are available at the parish office.

Colome Catholic Daughters Cheer Baskets
Saturday, December 8" @ 1:00pm
Delivery at 2:00pm
Bring your goodies! Thanks to all who helped!

i< SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS
P December 19" - 7:00 PM
® Immaculate Conception Church

Support our Youth
Join us for Coffee and Rolls
Sunday, Dec. 16t following Mass
Free will offering for the youth.
Buy goodies at the Bake sale!

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES

Thur., Dec. 6™ @ 6:30 pm at Immaculate Conception, Bonesteel
Tues., Dec. 1™ @ 6:30 pm at St. Isidore, Colome
Thur., Dec. 13" @ 6:30 pm at Christ the King, Presho
Mon., Dec. 17" @ 6:30 pm at Inmaculate Conception, Winner
Tues., Dec. 18™ @ 6:30 pm at St. Joseph, Gregory
Thur., Dec. 20™ @ 6:30 pm at St. John the Evangelist, Ft. Pierre

December 2, 2018
1%t Sunday in Advent

“The principle of subsidiarity reminds us that larger institutions in
society should not overwhelm or interfere with smaller or local
institutions . . . ” Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship
U.S. Catholic Bishops, 2007, #48

Subsidiarity and the Option for the Poor and Vulnerable A constant
teaching of the Church is that Attending to the needs of the poor is
best done by the local community, rather than dependence on a
“welfare state.” St. Vincent de Paul Society is a perfect example of
subsidiarity in action, serving West River South Dakota now with 5
active Conferences in the Rapid City area,

Piedmont-Black Hawk, Spearfish-Newell,

Sturgis-Newell, and Lead-Deadwood, and a N

Thrift Store in Spearfish. The work of the
Society is to help families in need through
assistance and advocacy. To get involved, find
out more information or donate, contact your
local chapter, visit the Thrift Store or visit http://
www.ssvdprapidcity.org/




Calendan

Monday
DECEMBER 3
St. Francis Xavier, Priest
Is 2:1-5
Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday
DECEMBER 4
Advent Weekday
Is 11:1-10
Lk 10:21-24

Wednesday
DECEMBER 5
Advent Weekday
Is 25:6-10a
Mt 15:29-37

Thursday
DECEMBER 6
Advent Weekday
Is 26:1-6
Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday
DECEMBER 7
St. Ambrose, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
Is 29:17-24
Mt 9:27-31

Saturday
DECEMBER 8
Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
Gn 3:9-15, 20
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12

Lk 1:26-38
Sunday
DECEMBER 9
Second Sunday
of Advent
Bar 5:1-9
Phil 1:4-6, 8-11
Lk 3:1-6
The award-
winning
Liguorian
magazine
helps
- Catholics
apply the
gospel
message
to life.

For a FREE One-Year
Subscription (NO PURCHASE
NECESSARY), call 866-848-2492

Code P19274. New Subscribers Only. One per Household.

Decre Padre,

I noticed in our Sunday bulletin that our
parish is setting up a Jesse tree and a giving
tree for Advent. What are these trees?

arishes and families use the Jesse tree and the giving tree as two
distinct ways to prepare for the coming of Jesus, the child king.

We use the Jesse tree to remember Jesus’ own royal family tree. The Gospel
of Matthew traces Jesus’ genealogy back to Abraham (1:1-17), while Luke
lists his ancestors back to Adam (3:23-28). The purpose is to connect Jesus to
Abraham and Adam, and convey the historical longing of the Chosen People
for a messiah. Throughout
Advent, names of significant
figures in Israelite history and
quotations from the Hebrew
Testament are hung on the
branches. Usually, the Jesse
tree is placed in a prominent
position, in church or at home,
so all can see the history of
Jesus unfold as we get ever
closer to Christmas.

The giving tree challenges
each parish family or member
to buy a gift for someone in
need. The parish sets up a tree that is decorated with tags suggesting gifts
for those in need. Clothing sizes and children’s ages are connected with
the requests on the tree, so that the givers can easily get the needed items
and take their gifts to the church by a designated date. The gifts are then
distributed before Christmas. The giving tree unites us to the great message
Jesus continues to give us at Christmas: Whatever you do to the least of these,
you do to me (see Matthew 25:40).

Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

From Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, © 2003 Liguori Publications

A Werd From Pope Francis

Christmas is near, the signs of his approach are evident along
our streets and in our houses....These outward signs invite us to
welcome the Lord who always comes and knocks at our door,

knocks at our heart, in order to draw near to us.

]

—Angelus, December 11, 2016

. *  ® 2018 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in USA. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to
l O publish has been granted on June 19, 2018, by the Most Reverend Mark . Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis.
ol Permission to publish i_s an indication tl}at nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in this work. It does not imply any
endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work

A Redemptorist Ministry - may be used in any form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken

from New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. To order
Liguori Sunday Bulletins, call 800-325-9521, or visit Liguori.org.
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are preventing you from connecting with God.
Rernember to thank God for the good things
about the day, too. Close prayer by choosing one
sinful habit that you'd like to change and resolve
to change it by the end of Advent.

Experience God’s mercy. Just as we would
clean and decorate the house for Christmas,
we need to “clean and decorate” our souls by
frequenting the sacrament of Confession. Make
a heartfelt Confession to greet the Messiah this
Christmas with a joyful heart.

Give alms.

Donate resources. Another way to prepare
for the Savior is to help his people. Parishes often
have food and clothing drives. Don't forget the
basics, like socks, toiletries, and soap. Prayerfully
consider donating to your parish whatever you are
able, or to charities like Catholic Relief Services
(https://www.crs.org).

Give your time. This can be anything from
volunteering to work at a soup kitchen, to getting a
group of friends together and caroling at a nursing
home, to making handmade cards for soldiers
overseas. Every little bit counts.

Welcome the lonely. To Mother Teresa, feeling
unloved was a greater poverty than being hungry
(though eating enough is important, too). The
holidays are especially difficult for those who
are alone. Extend invitations for your holiday
gatherings to people who might otherwise be
alone or forgotten.

Do acts of random kindness. A little kindness
goes a long way. Hold the door for people and
smile at them. Don't be afraid to offer a hand
when you see someone in need. Jesus said, “Amen,
I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least
brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40).

Practice patience. In this season of waiting,
practicing this virtue is a work of mercy and way
of giving alms. Practicing patience includes: being
polite even when you have to wait, assuming the
best about someone until they prove otherwise,
being firm yet gentle when correcting someone,
and seeing things from the other’s point of view. If

all else fails, we can recall how patient God is with
our failings and never tires of forgiving us.

Anticipate with joy

Light the Advent wreath at dinner to build
anticipation for Jesus’ birth. The wreath is an
ancient sign of victory, in this case, Christ’s victory
over sin and death. The three purple candles stand
for penance, sorrow, and hope. The rose candle
stands for joy. One custom is to exchange the
purple and rose candles for white candles during
the Christmas season.

Listen to Advent music. Make a playlist of
Advent music that helps you connect with the
themes of the season: faith in God’s promises,
waiting with hope, and joyful expectation. Include
hymns like, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel and
traditional carols like, The Holly and the Ivy.

Set out the Nativity Scene—slowly. The
custom of displaying the Nativity Scene was begun
by St. Francis of Assisi to illustrate the simplicity
of the Incarnation. On the first Sunday of Advent,
set out the stable and the empty manger. As the
weeks go by, add characters. Wait until Christmas
morning to place Jesus in the manger.

Celebrate Advent feast days. Learn about how
other cultures celebrate the Advent saints’ feasts.
Consider adopting a custom or do something
special of your own. Remember, attendance
at Mass is required for the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception on December 8.

Build your Christmas around the Mass.
Finally, at Christmas Mass, after all that waiting
and preparing, we are ready to receive the greatest
Gift of all: Jesus Christ, truly present in the
Eucharist, under the appearances of bread and
wine. Sing joyfully in Mass and welcome the King
of Kings into your hearts and homes!

And lastly, keep your Advent behaviors going
after Christmas. The waiting is over, but don't
lose the good habits you acquired over Advent.
Cultivate the “Advent attitudes” of waiting and
preparing joyfully for the Lord. Every Sunday is
a mini “Christmas,” when we greet the Messiah
under the forms of bread and wine at Mass.

© Copyright 2018 Success Publishing & Media, LLC
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Disceovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

Advent 2018

Church of Immaculate Conception
Fr. Kevin Achbach, Pastor

Make the most of Advent

The season of Advent is designed to
help us prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth
at Christmas. Think of it: God became
man, died for our sins, rose from the
dead, and now reigns as King of
all creation.

Every Christmas is a
chan ce to welcome Jesus as
an honored guest into our hearts.
Think of all the planning, cooking,
and cleaning needed to have a guest
over. In Advent we prepare our hearts
to welcome the Savior. Below are some
suggestions to make the most of your Advent:

Prioritize prayer.

Spend 15 minutes daily with God. The best
way to prepare to welcome the Savior at Christmas
is to spend time with him. Set aside 15 minutes
in your day for God and protect it. Perhaps read a
chapter of Scripture, pray a decade of the Rosary,
or just be still in his presence.

Know the story. Read through the accounts of
Jesus’ birth in Matthew 1:18-2:12 and/or Luke 2:1-
20. Place yourself in the scene. Internalizing the
Christmas story will give you a better appreciation
of the season.

Get to know the Advent saints. One way to
know God is to know his friends. There are several
saints’ feasts that occur this Advent, including: St.
Nicholas, the Bishop of Myra (December 6), St.
Juan Diego (December 9), St. Lucy (December

® Copyright 2018 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

13), and St. John of the Cross (December 14).
Adopt one of them to be your patron to pray
for you, and to protect and encourage you.

Visit the Blessed Sacrament.

The Eucharist is Jesus Christ,

present Body, Blood, Soul and
Divinity (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, #1374). All Catholic
churches have a tabernacle where the
Eucharist is stored. Speak with our Lord as
W you would a close friend.

(Re)Discover the Mass. At Mass,
Heaven comes down to Earth. When we receive
the Eucharist, Christ comes into our hearts and
nourishes our souls. Aim to attend daily Mass
once every week during the Christmas season.

Practice penance.

Form an “Advent habit.” Advent is a great
time to start a holy habit. Maybe it's replacing
negative comments with positive ones, or getting
up ten minutes earlier to pray. See if you can keep
up your “Advent habits” through the Christmas
season.

Electronic fasting. Create a space for God and
the gifts he wants to give you. Consider limiting
the amount of time spent on your electronic
devices: no Facebook during the work day, no
texting during dinner, or while someone is talking
to you (unless it's an emergency), etc.

Make a nightly examination of conscience.
This will help you spot any patterns of sin that

1401
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Honor the spirit of St. Nicholas

St Nicholas is one icon of the holiday season that has
mez =1ingin both the secular and spiritual celebrations of
Chr= =lmas.

We= Kknow that St. Nicholas was born at the end
of tr= < (ird century in Asia Minor. His parents
die@ When he was young and left him well off. His
uncl = e archbishop of Myra (southeast of Turkey),
ordzz % ned him and upon his uncle’s death, Nicholas
serve= <l & bishop until his own death. Throughout
he s vz ffered imprisonment and persecution.

Orx < legend involving St. Nicholas concerns a

desperate man on the verge of selling his daughters

into slavery to pay his debts. Nicholas secretly

threw a bag of gold into an open window (some
say down the chimney) in the man’s house to
stop him,

Our present-day Santa Claus stems from the
legends of St. Nicholas, but in the Church he
is a saint, a confessor of the faith, and a holy

bishop. We can learn from his generosity (o
the poor, and imitate his acts of kindness to
others.

from Luke 2:41-52, Living in the

world

cripture

he understood the time to fulfill them

would come later. Meanwhile, he

returned obediently with his earthly
parents to Nazareth and

fulfilled his duties to

\\\ them,
‘ Jesus respected his

/&\\{/ family, yet he continued

to pursue his place in
God'’s plan. The lesson is

In tiisreading, the Holy Family went
to Je rrasalem when Jesus was twelve
years old. This was an important time
in Jesw3$ life. Back then, a Hebrew boy
beca rr1€a man around that age, and
was re <ognized in a ceremony
called 2 Bar Mitzvah. On
this o ccasion, Jesus decided
to stay” behind, causing
anxi e t¥ to his parents,

This Wwas the first / \__that we can grow in holiness
time J &sus spoke in the / ‘\II “ \___\/ in wherever God has placed
Gospe Is and the first time T A us. Christians can be found

he refe rred to his identity

as God s Son. He spoke of his unique
missio N of saving the world. He knew
his duties to his heavenly Father but

in neighborhoods, schools, and
workplaces. In all these places, we have
to find ways to live a holy life in the
world.

Celebrations

Juan Diego, also Native American. She
asked that the bishop of Mexico build a
chapel for her, and had him carry roses
to the bishop as a sign. When the roses
were emptied from his tilma (cape),
it retained the image of the Blessed
Mother.

Dec. 28-The Holy
Innocents. On this day, @
we remember the
infants massacred by
King Herod’s soldiers
(Matthew 2:16-18).

Dec. 4 - St. John Damascene
(749). A Doctor of the Church and
the last of the Greek Fathers, St. John
was born in Syria when it was under
Muslim Tule and was counselor to the
caliph. He is known for his writings in
favor of the use of sacred images for
devotion. These writings brought him
into serious conflict with the heretical
Christian emperor. He later became a

monk under the direction of St. Sabas.  We also pray )?
Dec. 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe for the safety

(1531)- The Blessed Mother appeared of unborn /

as a Nalive American maiden to St. children.

Q What is meant by
& “fear of the Lord?”

“Fear of the
Lord” is more
about awe—
recognizing
God's power and
might - than
about fear of the merciful
creator who loves us most. Fear of the
Lord is also known as “reverence,” and is
one of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit
listed in Isaiah: “The spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and
of understanding...counsel and of strength,
a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the
Lord” (Isaiah 11:2). These gifts, when
used, make us open to God's love.

Fear of the Lord helps us have a
healthy respect for God's majesty. We
fear offending God for the same reason
we fear offending someone we love. If
we teally love someone, we wouldn't
do anything (on purpose) to hurt them
or damage the friendship. This is what
happens when we sin. “The [Christian]
no longer stands before God as a slave, in
servile fear, or as a mercenary looking for
wages, but as a son” (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, #1828).

faithful Catholic living.

Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.infaithpublishing.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from the
Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible -

Revised)

© Copyright 2018 Success Publishing & Media, LLC All Rights Reserved
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Church of Immaculate Conception
Fr. Kevin Achbach, Pastor

Celebrate Christmas with
child-like wonder

There is no greater miracle than the
gift of love Christmas represents.
We didn't earn it and we can 1
deserve it. Yet, we get so
harried with the holiday
rush that we miss the

st. PP ominic of Silos
St. [ <minic was a Benedictine
mon k<, Yorn around 1000 AD in

La Ricoj4 Spain.
Recogﬂi?.@d for
his ladership

a;gtjtleezbl;z:vas wonder of it. Ever
i ; notice how children
buat was R
never do? This

exled for
refusing to

sell monastery lands to the
local ruler. He was welcomed

year, slow down
and celebrate
Christmas like a

by King Ferdinand I of Castile | child.

end appointed abbot of Tie gifts with
St Sebastian’s monastery at heartstrings.
Silos. Joan of Aza prayed for a Instead of

child and saw a vision of St.
Dominic. Her son, whom she
o)) named Dominic, founded the
Dominican Order.

boosting credit card balances
or draining your checking account,

and from the heart. For example, give a
coupon for babysitting to friends with
children. Prepare a meal for someone
who needs a break from cooking.

Offer your hearth. The holidays can
be lonely for people separated from

Anticipate Advent
Arich Advent makes a joyous
l Christmas. Use the four weeks
before Christmas to prepare
for Christ’s coming. Offer extra
preyers, perform penance,
and receive the sacrament of

L

keep what you give simple, meaningful,

their loved ones by distance, death, or

Choose peace. Instead of
enduring the Christmas
commercials and bad
holiday specials,
record the good shows
'\ and watch while

'HJJ\ (") you relax. Or rent

your favorite
}spiritual movies.
Better still, turn

off the television,
computer, and cell phone, and enjoy
the silence.

Greet the Babe with joy. Seek
recondiliation in Confession so you can
receive the Eucharist at Christmas.

Sing like an angel. Check your local
listings for Christmas concerts, Messiah
sing-a-longs, or other spiritual songfests.
Host a caroling party in your home and
sing loud with Christmas joy.

circumstance. Watch for anyone who
needs a “home” and invite them
o yours,

Reconciliation.

Why Do
Cathollcs

servant go in peace, according to
your word, for my eyes have seen
your salvation, which
you prepared in sight
of all the peoples, a
light for revelation
to the Gentiles, and

B “Now, Master, you may let your

Every Christimas, we celebrate that
Jesus, the Son of God, became
man—while retaining his
divinity—and died for our
sins and rose again. We
believe this because God, who _,
is Truth, revealed it.

“For to us a child is born, to us a

32).
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Why
celebrate Christ’s birth?

do Catholics

son is given; and the government
will be upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called
‘Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace'”
(Isaiah 9:6). God came to
Earth and lived among us.
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CHURCH OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
2017-2018 Year End Financial Report (As of June 30, 2018)

Assets
Checking Account

Income

Contributions

Parish Income

Gifts & Donations

Western SD Catholic Foundation

Investment Income

Facility & Miscellaneous Income

Insurance Proceeds (Ins. claim for August 12, 2017 wind/rain storm)
Total Income

Expenses

Salary & Benefits

Extra Clergy, PMD/workshops

Diocesan Assessments & Priest Retirement
Office Expenses

Liturgy Expenses

Service to Parishioners

Household Expenses

Travel Expenses

Building & Repairs

Religious Ed Programs

Gifts & Donations

Parish Activities

Fund Raising Expenses

Improvements & Equipment & Miscellaneous Expenses
Annual Religious Articles

Total Expenses

Estimated Insurance Proceeds - pending

$65,851.56

$152,302.07
57,571.84
10,355.46
440.87
1,285.11
13,337.76
100,905.34
$336,198.45

$101,007.54
748.71
6,066.90
5,219.05
5,012.65
3,825.77
1,122.83
6,760.05
137,013.47
16,773.48
1,051.76
3,190.41
12,399.71
6,762.13
1,619.76
$308,574.22

$30,000.00
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